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June 10, 2019 

 

Dear Student: 

Welcome to ENG 124 Oral Communications.  I am looking forward to a busy, productive semester, and there are a 
few things that I wanted to share with you before it starts. 
 

Course Information: 
Course Title: ENG124 Oral Communications 
Instructor: Janelle Boyer 
Email: jboyer@dtcc.edu                                                                    
Course Dates: August 24 – December 3 

 

Course Content: This 15-week, 3-credit course focuses on enhancing skills in the creation of speeches and 

group projects requiring interpretation and analysis of empirical and print data. We will work together to: 

 Prepare and deliver speeches. 

 Apply active and empathetic listening. 

 Perform a variety of group roles. 

 Prepare and use effective audio and visual aids. 

 Document and cite sources. 

 

Important Information: Here is some helpful information for you to review before August 24. 

 You will be using Delaware Tech’s new learning management system, D2L, as your online course software, and 
you should check our course in D2L and your email at least three times during the week. 

 You can access My DTCC through the DTCC homepage (www.dtcc.edu).  Click on the green “My DTCC” box in the 
upper right corner.  Log in using your user name and password. Click on “Courses” in the green bar at the top of 
the page and choose D2L to see the courses that you are taking. If you have problems logging into My DTCC, visit 
the open computer lab on your campus or call the Help Desk at (302) 259-6285. 

 I will be sending course correspondence through your college e-mail. You can access your college e-mail account 
through the DTCC website (www.dtcc.edu). Click on “My DTCC”. Sign in using your user name and password.  
Click on the “Email” (link in the green bar along the top of the screen).  

 

Summer Reading: Below are the summer reading assignments. There are two parts that you are required to 

complete. 
 

I. Please read each of the selections and take extensive notes paying particular attention to the questions 
pertaining to each selection. Using these notes, you should be able to defend a possible position in a debate with 
your classmates. You may also include additional research if necessary. On the first day of class, you will be asked 
to support an argument in a group setting. You will be able to use your notes to help you respond to these 
arguments.   
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Nickel and Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich  
1. Is Ehrenreich’s performance successful? 
2. Consider the subtitle of Ehrenreich’s book, “On (Not) Getting By in America.” Can one get by or not? 
3. Discuss the following passage: “And that is how we should see the poverty of so many millions of low-

wage Americans—as a state of emergency.” 
4. What does Nickel and Dimed mean today? 

 
An Enemy of the People by Henrik Ibsen 

1. What is Ibsen’s message in this play? 
2. What is Ibsen’s message about family? 
3. What are the problems with democracy in the play? 
4. Is Stockmann a hero or a fool? 
5. What are the conflicting duties of the characters? 

 
II. Additionally, after reading the two selections, you should prepare a speech on one of the following topics and 

submit it as a YouTube link to the discussion in our course in D2L by Sunday, August 11, 2019, at midnight. I will 
send directions on how to access the discussion no later than Monday, July 15, 2019. Click here for directions to 
access your Google and YouTube account through Delaware Tech. It is important for you to use your Delaware 
Tech account, not your personal Google account if you have one. All of you have both Google and YouTube 
accounts through Delaware Tech. For this assignment and possibly others during the semester, you will be 
sharing your speech by posting them to YouTube and choosing your privacy setting as unlisted. That way your 
speeches will not be searchable through YouTube, but your classmates and I will be able to view them. Click here 
for directions on how to upload your speech/video on YouTube. In your speech, be sure to introduce yourself, 
include information from the book or play, and use an organizational plan. Please review the attached rubric I will 
be using to evaluate your speech. 

 
Nickel and Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich – It’s been many years since Ehrenreich wrote about her 
experiences. After reading Nickel and Dimed, decide if much has changed in those  years. Prepare a 3-5 minute 
speech defending your decision. 
 

An Enemy of the People by Henrik Ibsen – It has been said An Enemy of the People retains relevance in 
today’s world. Prepare a 3-5 minute speech defending this as true. 

 
Enjoy your summer vacation. 

Sincerely, 
 

Janelle T. Boyer 
Janelle T. Boyer 
English Instructor 
(302) 259-6085 
jboyer@dtcc.edu 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGFbDn2zmpI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1B600G91CVM

